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KUALA LUMPUR: A top British university
will open its first overseas campus in
Johor’s Iskandar Malaysia region next year,
joining other foreign players who are set-
ting up shop in an educational hub there.

Southampton University, noted for its
engineering courses, will join Britain’s
Newcastle University and Marlborough
College, and the Management Develop-
ment Institute of Singapore.

They will all be located in EduCity in
Nusajaya township just across the Second
Link in Tuas. Iskandar Malaysia in south-
ern Johor is a development region that
forms part of a broader plan by the country
to boost its economy.

The university’s vice-chancellor, Profes-
sor Don Nutbeam, signed the agreement to
build its campus in Johor yesterday with
Datuk Syed Mohamed Syed Ibrahim, chief
executive of Iskandar Investment, which
coordinates projects in the Johor develop-
ment corridor.

The University of Southampton Malay-
sia Campus (USMC) will accept its first
batch of about 60 students in September
next year.

According to Mr Khairil Anuar, chief
executive of Education@Iskandar,
Iskandar will build the 0.56ha campus for
USMC, which will enter into a 12-year
contract to lease the building.

The agreement, which took two years to
finalise, includes a proposed second phase
of development that will see USMC expand
its enrolment to around 1,150 students by
2019.

Undergraduate and postgraduate cours-
es in electrical, mechanical and aerospace
engineering will be offered.

Course fees start from about RM40,000
(S$16,800) a year. This is cheaper than

having to spend around RM60,000 a year
for the same course in Britain, not includ-
ing living and other expenses, Mr Khairil
told The Straits Times.

It is also more affordable than doing a
similar course in Singapore, he said.

“If we compare the cost of studying in
Britain with Malaysia, it would be 50 per
cent cheaper in Malaysia. Hence, it should
be 25 to 30 per cent cheaper than studying
in Singapore,” he said.

In addition, Southampton’s expertise in
engineering will address Malaysia’s need
for more engineers, said Mr Syed Moham-
ed.

According to the Institute of Engineers
Malaysia, the country needs 200,000 engi-

neers by 2020 but had only 60,000 as at
April 2009.

Mr Khairil said that Southampton
University had considered other locations
including China, but Iskandar was attrac-
tive because of its location and govern-
ment support as well as the wide use of
English in Malaysia, among other factors.

Initial plans were for EduCity to accom-
modate 12,000 students. The figure has ris-
en to 16,000 because of strong response,
Mr Syed Mohamed said, citing the lower
cost of acquiring an education in Malaysia.

The government is hoping to leverage
on this and attract 150,000 foreign stu-
dents to Malaysia by 2015. There are more
than 80,000 foreign students in Malaysia
today.

Referring to EduCity, Mr Khairil said:
“We have done better than expected. Our
original plan was to develop over 10 years
from 2008.”

With the inflow of educational invest-
ments, the number of students targeted
would be achievable three years earlier, in
2015, he said.

The other foreign institutions in
Iskandar are at various stages of comple-
tion.

The RM300 million Newcastle Universi-
ty Medicine Malaysia (NUMed) campus is
85 per cent complete, and will open in Sep-
tember.

The first two batches for NUMed, com-
prising 64 mainly Malaysian students,
have already started their courses in New-
castle. The student population is expected
to grow to 1,000 by 2017.

The Netherlands Maritime Institute of
Technology will be ready by the third quar-
ter of next year. However, 240 students
are about to start studying at a temporary
location, with enrolment expected to reach
1,620 by the end of 2015.

The Marlborough College Malaysia
campus will welcome its first intake of 350
students in June next year, increasing to
1,300 students in 2020. 

Iskandar and Singapore’s Raffles Educa-
tion Corporation are currently conducting
a feasibility survey on the establishment of
a branch campus.
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THERE are plans for EduCity in
Johor’s Iskandar Malaysia region to
house 16,000 students by 2015.

Southampton University is the
latest foreign institution to agree to
set up a campus there. It will open
in September next year.
� Enrolment: 60 students in first
batch, expanding to 1,150 by 2019.
� Courses: Undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in electrical,
mechanical and aerospace
engineering will be offered.
� Fees: From about RM40,000
(S$16,800) a year.

Other branches of foreign education
institutions planned for Iskandar:
�Newcastle University Medicine
Malaysia to open in September.
� The Netherlands Maritime
Institute of Technology ready by
next year.
�Marlborough College Malaysia to
open in June next year.
� The Management Development
Institute of Singapore.

Southampton latest foreign
institution to sign up for
Iskandar EduCity project

Who’s on board

Top British university
to open Johor campus
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